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PROGRAM SERIES: On the Road to Tsiyon with Eliyahu ben David 
PROGRAM:  The Way of the Pharisees 
AIRED: March 18, 2006  
PROGRAM ID:  RT031806.11 
TRANSCRIPTIONIST: AfriScribe.Com 
 
Theme Song: "O House of Israel," Jonathan David Brown,  
Album: Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.   
 
INTRODUCTION:  Welcome to our satellite radio broadcast, "On the Road to Tsiyon with, 
Eliyahu ben David.”  Hi, I'm Dawn.  You can visit us on the web and claim your free gift at 
www.Tsiyon.org.  Also, please remember that the views expressed on this program are 
solely our own and do not reflect the opinions of any network, station, or sponsor involved 
in bringing you our program.   Now, “On The Road to Tsiyon” with the remnant people of 
God here is the voice of Tsiyon in exile Eliyahu ben David.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Thanks Dawn. Welcome, everyone, to today’s program.  Dawn could you share 
today’s theme with everyone?   
 
DAWN:   The Way of the Pharisees.   
 
ELIYAHU:  I am sure that everyone will find today’s program very interesting and 
enlightening, but before we get into our theme, we want to make our big announcement 
today.   
 
DAWN:  A big announcement?   
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes.  We are going to make a big announcement today and the announcement is 
this: I am going to be visiting our friends at Beth Tefilah Messianic Congregation in Queens 
New York.   We would like to invite anyone of our listening audience to be present for that 
meeting.  We would ask you to go and get your pencil right now and a piece of paper and 
we are going to tell you where Beth Tefilah is and give you the details.  So here is the details 
and if you miss it, we will announce this in next week’s program as well.  Tell everyone the 
date, Dawn.   
 
DAWN:  It is going to be Friday, March 31st (2006), from 7:00 to 9:00 PM.   
 
ELIYAHU:  We would certainly enjoy having you there and this is going to be a special 
celebration of the Biblical New Year.   
 
DAWN:  Oh, great!   
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes.   So we invite everyone to come and celebrate and we are going to have a 
great time together.   We are going to be talking about the first believers and why they 
celebrated the Biblical new year.  Now we want everyone to know where to go.   
 
DAWN:  Okay, the Beth Tefilah Messianic Congregation is located at 133-40 Hawtree Creek 
Road and that is South Ozone Park New York and the zip code there is 11420.   The contact 
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number for this if you need more instructions, directions, or you want to just ask some 
questions about the meeting is Robert Korn and you can get in touch with him at (718) 
366-5282.   That is (718) 366-5282.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Thank you very much Dawn.  I think we have time for maybe just one E-mail so 
do you want to pull one out and read it for us?   
 
DAWN:  Sure.   
 

Dear Eliyahu ben David,  
 After hearing the first month of programing, I have a few impressions of 
On The Road to Tsiyon.  First of all, I am impressed with your ability to make 
me want to dig in deeper into my own studies of the Word.  It has been a while 
since anyone has done that.  Secondly, I find differences between Hebraic 
thinking and Greco-Roman thinking popping out at me everywhere I go, 
everything I read, look at, and interact with all day long between the airings.  In 
fact, I’ve noted that your teaching style relies heavily on exceptional teaching 
skills that identify clear distinction between similar concepts.   This is greatly 
needed today.   Also, I believe this need (to teach distinctions) illustrates 
another Greco-Roman mindset—that of blurring or an amalgamation of 
concepts into a lukewarm, good-enough, mediocre approach to studying the 
Word rather than the Hebraic method, by which you teach, of drawing clear 
distinctions.   How can anyone come to know the true mind and heart of the 
Almighty with that lump-it-all into one style so prevalent in the Greco-Roman 
teaching style?  Thanks for daring to be different for all of us.   
  
Sincerely,  
An Israelite in Exile.  

 
ELIYAHU: Well it looks like I should have read that one sooner!   
 
DAWN:  Why do you say that?   
 
ELIYAHU:  Well that one was written after our first month and of course we are quite far 
along by now.   
 
DAWN:  Sure.  
 
ELIYAHU:   I want to apologize for everyone that has sent mail and we haven’t had a chance 
to read it on our program.    
 
DAWN:  Right, we don’t always have time for every one, but we read every one.   
 
ELIYAHU:  We certainly do read every one and we write back to every one too.  So please do 
feel free to write us and we do want to thank our “Israelite in Exile” for the kind words.  I’m 
so glad that our writer appreciates what we are trying to do on the program.  We are indeed 
trying to draw important and fine distinctions instead of just accepting everything the way 
it is thrown at us.  We do want to make distinctions with the help of God’s Word and the 
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Holy Spirit to really understand His word and His will.   We are glad that you are On the 
Road to Tsiyon with us.   
 
DAWN:  And now it is time to get on with our topic, which once again is The Way of the 
Pharisees.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes.  To really understand the message of Yeshua, we have to understand who 
His chief opponents were in His day and that is the Pharisees.   
 
DAWN: Some Messianic teachers claim that Yeshua was a Pharisee closely aligned with the 
Rabbinical School of Hillel. Is that true? 
 
ELIYAHU: We will look into that today.  I think this is an important question that you ask 
because it goes to this idea that there are people today that are suggesting that Yeshua 
Himself was actually a Pharisee.  Of course, we have many statements in the New 
Testament where Yeshua is speaking against the Pharisees.   If Yeshua was a Pharisee, 
then what that means then, of course, is that we should all be Pharisees.  So this is an 
important question today.   Where there are many people who are getting involved in 
Hebrew roots and Messianic studies and so on, this question now becomes very, very 
important to identify whether or not Yeshua really was friendly towards the Pharisees, or 
might have even been one, or whether actually He was opposed to what the Pharisees 
taught.  I think before we get into it, we want to talk about one other issue and that is the 
issue of anti-Semitism. 
 
DAWN:  Okay.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Many times if people criticise anything at all having to do with the Jews, they 
are accused of being anti-Semites.  I want to explain before we even discuss this that I am 
Jewish.   
 
DAWN:  Right.   
 
ELIYAHU:  What we are talking about here is really a dispute between Jews.  In other 
words, Yeshua was Jewish, the Pharisees were Jewish and yet they had a very important 
difference.  We are not attacking the Jews as a people here.  What we want to do is see 
what is this difference between Yeshua, who was Jewish, and the Pharisees, who were 
Jewish—and which of these two streams of thought has the real authority in Israel.   
 
DAWN:  It really makes sense to me too, that if someone is not born into the Jewish world 
they don’t understand these “minor” appearing differences from an outside point of view 
looking in without someone explaining it to them and I think that is really the heart of what 
you are trying to say.  Is that right?   
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes, it is.  We mean no disrespect whatsoever to Jewish people in looking at this 
question and this is an important question for them.   
 
DAWN:  Sure.  
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ELIYAHU:  You see, every single person who is a Jewish person needs to face this issue of 
which is the right way.  Who has the real authority in Israel?   
 
DAWN.  Right.  Okay.  Yes.  
 
ELIYAHU:  So today we are going to look at The Way of the Pharisees as opposed to the way 
of Yeshua, the Messiah.   This is really the question.   
 
DAWN:  Right.     
 
ELIYAHU:  So, the question that you had asked is that some people say that Yeshua was 
really closely aligned with the Rabbinical school of Hillel.  We will go into why people, some 
people, claim that and see exactly what the story is.  Now here is our position so people will 
know exactly where we are headed with this.  Today, on this program, we are going to look 
essentially at two different streams of information to help us understand all of this better. 
One stream of information will be the Scriptures themselves, including the Tenach 
(otherwise known as the Old Testament) and New Covenant Scriptures (otherwise known as 
the New Testament).  We are also going to look at another stream of information which will 
be respected Jewish sources especially centering around the Talmud.  
 
DAWN: What is the Talmud? 
 
ELIYAHU: The Talmud is the Oral Law of the Pharisees.  It originated in Babylon when the 
Israelites were in captivity in Babylon and then it was added to and commented upon 
thereafter.  The Talmud is the law of the Pharisees.  To understand this better, we have a 
quote from the Universal Jewish Encyclopedia that explains the significance of the Talmud.  
Perhaps you could read that for us?   
 
DAWN:  Okay but I have one question for you?  You said this is the oral law and now I’m 
reading the oral law?  Explain to me about that please?   
 
ELIYAHU:  Oh, okay, thank you for asking.  This was the oral law and it was passed on 
orally within these various Pharisaical schools.  Eventually however there was a concern 
that it was going to be lost.   
 
DAWN:  Oh, is that during Babylonian times?   
 
ELIYAHU:  Actually, no.  It was after the destruction of the Temple in the year 70 AD when 
the Jews started to be dispersed.  So, it became more necessary, if they wanted to retain 
this, for it to be written down so then it was written down.   
 
DAWN:  Oh, okay.  It says:   
 

"The Jewish religion as it is today traces its descent, without a break, 
through all the centuries, from the Pharisees. Their leading ideas and 
methods found expression in a literature of enormous extent, of which a very 
great deal is still in existence. The Talmud is the largest and most important 
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single piece of that literature … and the study of it is essential for any real 
understanding of Pharisaism." The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia (1943) 

 
ELIYAHU: Okay.  So I think this gives you some idea of just how important the Talmud is.  
It is still in use today.  It is the primary source of information for Rabbinical Judaism, and 
as we read about, it goes back to the Pharisees and it clearly reflects for us what the 
Pharisees believed and taught.  Therefore, it is the primary source for information we would 
go to in order to understand Pharisaism.  We will therefore be consulting the Talmud in 
today’s program to get an accurate account of what the Pharisees actually believed and 
taught on certain key issues that are mentioned in the New Covenant Scriptures.   
 
DAWN:  That makes sense to me.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Well let us begin today, by consulting the words of Yeshua recorded in Matthew 
Chapter 7.  In Matthew 7 Yeshua plainly contradicts the Pharisees and He advocates 
another way separate and distinct from their way. The closing verses of the chapter tell us 
that is what He was doing.  These are verses 28 and 29 in Matthew chapter 7.  Please read 
those.   
 
DAWN: It happened, when Yeshua had finished saying these things, that the multitudes 
were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them with authority, and not like the scribes. 
Matthew 7:28-29 
 
ELIYAHU:  Okay.   Now “the scribes” literally comes from a Greek word that means a writer.  
They weren’t only secretaries.  These were people who committed Pharisaical teachings to 
writing, so they are a particular type of Pharisee, you might say, that does the writing.  The 
people were astonished because Yeshua was teaching with authority/liberty meaning that 
He had liberty from God to tell them what the Torah meant rather than depending upon the 
writing of the scribes.  It uses the term “not like the scribes” and the word “like” there is 
from a Greek word meaning “in the manner of” the scribes.  In other words, He was not 
using their thinking, called “halachah” in order to interpret the Scriptures.  He was just 
telling people, with authority, what the Scriptures mean.  So when we look at these verses, 
I think we have to realize that Yeshua had His own teachings that were separate from those 
of the Pharisees as reflected in the Talmud.  Does that seem fair enough?    
 
DAWN:  Well it seems that the common people are saying that He is just completely not like 
them in the way He was teaching, so it would stand to reason that He is different.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes.  So much so that they were astonished, it says.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  TSIYON.  T-S-I-Y-O-N-dot-O-R-G.  Tsiyon.org.  
Tsiyon.   
 
You are listening to On the Road to Tsiyon With Eliyahu ben David.  
Our host wants you to have a copy of his 110-page book, "A Call to 
God's Men."  This book is written to help men of God better understand 
their place in God's created world—to rise to their full potential as men 
to the glory of their Creator.  While this book is especially written for 
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DAWN: Wow! I have never heard of that before! Do you have any documentation for that?    
 
ELIYAHU:  Oh, yes.  We are going to turn to a prominent Rabbi, Rabbi Joshua 
Trachtenberg.  He was listed in Who’s Who in American Jewry and so he is certainly not 
some obscure authority.  He wrote a book entitled: Jewish Magic and Superstition 
(Behrmann’s, N.Y., 1939 Second chapter, entitled “The Truth Behind the Legend”).  In that 
book he wrote of the black magic and occult demonistic rites of Pharisaic Jews.  We will 
now read a quote from his book.   
 
DAWN: “The sources indicate that Jews were at least acquainted with methods of inducing 
disease and death, of arousing and killing passion, of forcing people to do their bidding, of 
employing demons for divinatory and other purposes … We find accounts of the magician’s 
power to project his soul to far-distant places, there to perform an errand, and then return 
to his comatose body.” (Page 13) 
 
ELIYAHU:  Later, after listing all of this magic and demonism of Pharisaical Jews, which 
practices are clearly and unequivocally condemned in the Torah as we have already read, 
Rabbi Trachtenberg makes this amazing statement:  “Jewish magic … functioned within 
the framework of the Jewish (read 'Pharisaical') religion.” (Page 15) 
 
DAWN: I don't get that. How could demonic sorcery, which is so clearly condemned in 
Scripture, be considered "within the framework of the Jewish religion?" 
 
ELIYAHU:  Well by “Jewish religion” Rabbi Trachtenberg of course means the Pharisaical 
Rabbinical religion.  He later explains how all of these practices, condemned in the Bible, 
could nevertheless be allowed within that religion of the Pharisees: “The Bible has 
pronounced an unqualified condemnation of sorcery. The Talmud … pursued its customary 
function of clarifying and classifying Jewish Law, and so broke up the all-inclusive category 
of sorcery into several divisions …” Now after saying that he then cites Talmudic examples 
illustrating how the Talmud actually permits the very forbidden acts denounced by the 
Bible. Rabbi Trachtenberg then sums up: “From a practical standpoint, they succeeded in 
effectively excluding from the proscribed ‘magic’ all the forms then current among Jews.” 
(Pages 19-20) 
 
DAWN: You mean The Talmud, by intricate clarifying and classifying, actually allowed 
popular practices of demonism, magic, and sorcery? 
 
ELIYAHU: That is exactly what Rabbi Trachtenberg said in his book. So you see, there was 
a lot more going on here with Yeshua than just a difference over hand washing. In view of 
the demonic practices that were associated with the Pharisaical hand washing ritual His 
response to it was most appropriate in saying; “Why do you also disobey the commandment 
of God because of your tradition?"  
 
DAWN: I see what you mean. The hand washing ritual was really just a tip of a very 
significant iceberg, so to speak.  
 
ELIYAHU: Yes, and so our listeners have some idea of how the Pharisees could get around 
such clear Scriptures I'm going to read a section from the Talmud by which the Pharisees 
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justify the practice of offering one's child as a human sacrifice to the demon god, Molech. 
Shockingly, some of the Jews had adopted the false worship of this demon god, sometimes 
called Baal, centuries earlier, as reported in the Bible. This was practiced in Babylon as 
well, where it had originated. And what I am about to read indicates it was authorized by 
Pharisaical religion even in Yeshua's day—if done in the manner allowed by the Pharisees. 
Molech was a giant statue that looked like a man with a bull's head and he was in a sitting 
position with his forearms outstretched over his lap.  This is a giant bronze stature.   In its 
lap was a burning furnace. Children were placed in the idol's arms, which children then 
dropped down into the furnace as a sacrifice to this horrible god. I apologize to our listeners 
and to you Dawn for even mentioning such a disgusting practice. However, people need to 
know this to understand why both Yochanan the Immerser and Yeshua the Messiah were 
so opposed to the Pharisees.  Deuteronomy 18:10 forbids this repulsive practice saying; 
"There shall not be found with you anyone who makes his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire."  Remember we read that before.   
 
DAWN:  Right.   
 
ELIYAHU:  This is referring directly to this practice, this sacrifice to Molech of their children 
that I just explained.  Now we are going to read from the Talmud, this is in Sanhedrin 64b 
and here is our first quote.  Perhaps you would like to read that.   
 
DAWN:  “Rabbi Jannai said: Punishment is not incurred unless one delivers his seed to the 
acolytes of Molech, for it is said, And thou shalt not give of thy seed to pass through the fire 
to Molech." 
 
ELIYAHU:  By this thinking the Rabbi has ruled that a parent will not be punished who 
delivers his child into the fire himself—only if he gives the child first to the priest of Molech 
will he then be punished.  Now here is another verse from the same area of the Talmud.   
 
DAWN:  “Rabbi Aha the son of Raba said: If one caused all his seed to pass through [the 
fire] to Molech, he is exempt from punishment, because it is written, of thy seed implying, 
but not all thy seed." 
 
ELIYAHU:  You know it is hard to read these, even the way that they were thinking, 
because most of us cannot even think like they were thinking.  Let me re-read it and see if 
you get this.  “If one caused ALL of his seed to pass through the fire to Moloch he is exempt 
from punishment because it is written of thy seed, implying not all of they seed.”  This is 
semantics.  Okay?  This is breaking up, dissecting the Word in order to end up with a 
completely different ruling than what the Word of God actually said in the first place.  By 
this ruling, in other words, a parent may sacrifice all of his children to Molech without 
punishment. However, if he sacrifices less than all of them, then he is considered to be 
punished. 
 
DAWN: That is horrible.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes.  It is horrible and you know what?  This goes on and on.  We can’t possibly 
read all of these exceptions that the Rabbis made for this sacrifice.   
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DAWN:  So this is not just one or two isolated incidences?  There are more?   
 
ELIYAHU:  Oh!  My!  Just on this one subject it goes on and on about this, breaking up and 
dividing up the Word of God in such a way as to circumvent its real meaning.  Through this 
same process, the people are held guiltless from sacrificing their children to Molech so long 
as they observe all of these rulings of the Pharisees according to how they do it.  The 
Talmud uses this exact same process to allow every sort of crime against God's Law.  
Believe me, if you read it, you will find that this same process allows for ritual murder, it 
allows for all types of lying, stealing, and in fact all of the ten commandments and many 
more are totally circumvented by this very same kind of word games of the Pharisees.  This 
is halachah.  This is the authority that the people went by rather than by the Word of God 
itself.   
 

Announcement:  Did you know that Tsiyon offers CDs of all of our radio 
programs?   You can enjoy a Tsiyon CD each month that contains a 
month’s worth of Tsiyon programs in MP3 format.  Now you can hear all 
of the programs at your connivence as many times as you want and 
with the best possible sound quality so you don’t miss a thing.  The 
Tsiyon CD also contains transcripts and study guides of the programs 
so you can use them for your own personal or group studies.  You can 
send them to your friends.  Here is the best part:  You can download the 
first Tsiyon CD absolutely free from our web site at Tsiyon.org.  The free 
Tsiyon CD contains 5 hours of Tsiyon programs in MP3.  Drop by t-s-i-
y-o-n.org today and get your Tsiyon CD.   
 
T-S-I-Y-O-N-dot-O-R-G!  Tsiyon.org.  Bye-bye.   
 
You are listening to On the Road to Tsiyon with Eliyahu ben David.   

 
DAWN: I always was told that the Pharisees added rules to the Scriptures to insure that the 
Scriptures were kept. This gives me an entirely different picture of them. 
 
ELIYAHU: Yes, that idea that the Pharisees were being scrupulous to obey Torah is the 
popular idea that has been presented. However, the exact opposite is the truth. A study of 
the Talmud reveals that the Pharisees were literally inventing loopholes for every Law of 
God including the Ten Commandments! When Yeshua asked the Pharisees; "Why do you 
also disobey the commandment of God because of your tradition?" He was getting to the 
heart of what the Talmud is all about. The Talmud is all about overturning the Word of 
God. These men were doing satan's work—not God's work. That's why Yeshua told them 
that satan, not Abraham, was their father! Make no mistake about it—the Pharisees were 
not just another Jewish sect, they were satanists! 
 
DAWN: That is pretty clear from this! So why do some say that Yeshua told people to obey 
the Pharisees? 
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes, you know, I’ve heard that too.  I think a lot of good people have been misled 
by that statement into following after the teachings of the Pharisees.  The statement is 
based on Matthew 23:2-3.  Now we are going to read that, but before we do, we need to 
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realize that the Gospels are filled with statements by Yeshua where He tells us NOT to 
follow the Pharisees, that they are blind guides, and we just read here that He says that 
their way leads to destruction and that we should follow the narrow way instead.  I mean, 
the whole tenor of the New Covenant Scriptures is NOT to follow the Pharisees!  
 
DAWN:   Right.   
 
ELIYAHU:  So here we have one verse out of the entire New Testament Scriptures that is 
pointed at to say that we should follow the Pharisees and we need to understand that 
before we even read the Scripture.  Now let’s read the verse.  Verse two and three.   
 
DAWN:  The scribes and the Pharisees have sat down on Moses' seat.  Then all things, 
whatever they bid you to keep, keep and do. But do not do according to their works, for they 
say, and do not do. Mat 23:2-3 
 
ELIYAHU:  So what is claimed here is the Pharisees sat on Moses’ seat so they actually had 
Moses’ authority and so it is claimed that Yeshua is telling us, whatever they bid you, do.  
People point to this saying, “You see that?   Yeshua is saying even though the Pharisees 
were not nice people, nevertheless, they were speaking with Moses’ authority.”  This is not 
really what this verse is saying at all and we are going to look at this more closely in the 
original language to understand this.  In verse two it says, “The scribes and the Pharisees 
have sat down on Moses’ seat.”  It does not say...   
 
DAWN:  Oh, no!  (Laughter).   
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes.  It does not say that Moses put them in that seat.  Right?   
 
DAWN:  It doesn’t say that Moses passed down that authority—right. But that they did it 
themselves.   
 
ELIYAHU:  THEY sat down on Moses’ seat.  So in other words, it is saying they assumed the 
authority of Moses.  It wasn’t given to them, they assumed it.  Then the next verse says, 
“then all things, whatever (they) bid you.”  Now the word “they” is inserted there but it is 
not in the Greek.  Okay.  So we are going to leave it out because it is not actually in the 
Greek.   
 
DAWN:  So that was added by translators?   
 
ELIYAHU:  Right.  “They” shouldn’t be there and the word that is translated here as “bid” is 
the Greek word “epo” and according to Strong’s it means "A primary verb used only in the 
definite past tense; to speak or say by word or writing...”   To interpret that, this word is 
used only in the definite past tense.  It is about things that have been said or written in the 
past, not about things that are said or written today.   
 
DAWN:  Or even the future tense would be excluded?   
 
ELIYAHU:  Right.  So, it is impossible that Yeshua was telling people that they should listen 
to what the Pharisees say today because the tense of “epo” is the past tense.  So He is 
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talking about something that was said or written in the past.  To understand this better, we 
can look at the Shem Tov Hebrew Matthew and this really gives us the sense of this phrase.  
It says; "Whatever Moses bid you observe...” 
 
DAWN:  Okay. In the past—whatever Moses said in the past you need to do.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Right.  You see if we look at it here the word “epo” is actually seeing the word 
“Moses” from verse two as the subject.  Instead of inserting a “they” we should leave it as it 
is where it is actually referring to Moses.  So therefore it reads, “The scribes and the 
Pharisees have sat down on Moses’ seat.  Then all things, whatever Moses bid you to keep, 
keep and do.  But do not do according to the Pharisees.”  Yeshua was drawing a contrast 
between what Moses actually taught in the commandments and what the Pharisees taught.  
Our little lesson that we have had today in our program should explain why.   
 
DAWN:  Sure.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Because Moses taught something and the Pharisees were un-teaching all of it.   
 
DAWN:  Right.   
 
ELIYAHU:  That is really what the verse is about.  So far, far, from showing that Yeshua 
upheld the halachah of the Pharisees the verse means exactly the opposite.  Yeshua was 
teaching against the halachah of the Pharisees and instead telling people to keep the Torah 
of Moses directly without all of that extraneous material from the Pharisees.   
 
DAWN:  Well, it really makes sense to me why Yochanan the Immerser would not baptise 
some of the Pharisees that came because he said, “You haven’t repented, you have not 
changed” and so that is consistent with this too.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Exactly.  You see it would be just like today.  If someone wanted to claim that 
they were a believer in Yeshua and yet they were practicing all kinds of demonism and 
teaching opposite to the Word of God.  Would we immerse them in the name of Yeshua?   
 
DAWN:  No.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Certainly not!  So we can certainly understand why Yochanan took that position 
and why Yeshua constantly railed against them.   They were the only people that He was 
like that with, but with them He called them “hypocrites, vipers,” and took the strongest 
possible stand against them.  He said that they were “blind guides” and He commanded us 
“Do not follow them!”  And to every Messianic person that is listening to this today who 
wants to follow the true teachings of Israel, I repeat that command of Yeshua.  “DO NOT 
FOLLOW THEM!”  They are “blind guides.”  Well, I hope our listeners can better understand 
why Yeshua said the "trodden path" of Rabbinical Phariseeism leads to destruction. In our 
next program we will learn about the alternative path—the one that leads to life; that is the 
Way of the Nazareans as taught by Yeshua the Messiah.  So Dawn, that is really what we 
have to present today.  There is so much more that we could have brought in but with just 
an hour program I wanted to get to some of the things that actually were the most 
offensive. But it was a hard pick because there is really so much in the Talmud that is so 
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offensive to the Word of God and just to common decency.  What is your reaction to all of 
this information?   
 
DAWN:  Well, I would first like to say that all of this is new to me.  I’ve never heard any of it 
before and of course I am reading this directly from quotes of people who say ‘this is what 
we teach and this is what we believe and this is why we have done what we have done’ and 
I am just horrified and just totally saddened in my heart that people have been deceived 
like this for so long; again by the traditions of man.  This is why Yeshua died for us to set 
us free from the things of man and mankind.  There is just so much death, and hurt, and 
pain, and suffering from following this (Pharisees/Talmud).  I had no idea that when people 
are wanting to follow a Messianic path the first thing that they think of is “Well, Hebrew 
roots must mean going to these people over here—they must have the correct information 
about how to be closer to God.  They are God’s chosen people after all”  Right?   
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes.   
 
DAWN:   And people make this innocent assumption that could get them mixed up with the 
traditions that would actually teach just the opposite of God, and such horrible things.  I 
am just so shocked and saddened deeply within that we live in a world where people can be 
misled into these things very easily.  I mean this is not some great shame if people are 
thinking this way and deceived into it. But just knowing the truth can set you free from so 
much of this bondage.   
 
ELIYAHU:  It truly can and you know I would like to say, you know really, in defense of the 
Jewish people who are trapped in this Pharisaical Judaism that for many of these folks, it 
is really not their fault in the sense that they are brought up from childhood keeping these 
traditions.  They are not told why.    
 
DAWN:  Or where they come from…   
 
ELIYAHU:  Right.  If they are told for instance, to do this handwashing ritual, nobody tells 
them it has anything to do with demons.   
 
DAWN:  Sure.   
 
ELIYAHU:  They are doing it because their mother did, and her mother did it, and her 
mother did it.   
 
DAWN:  Right.   
 
ELIYAHU:  So the real roots of these things are obscured in their minds and so they don’t 
understand where all of this bondage is coming from.  Of course, anything having to do 
with Yeshua is totally, totally condemned by the people that they respect, the Rabbis.  In 
fact, throughout the Talmud, it castigates Yeshua horribly.  It calls His mother 
promiscuous.  It even presents Him as committing bestiality and all kinds of terrible, 
terrible things.  Every possible thing that it could say to denigrate His name, it says in the 
Talmud.  Many Messianic people who are following some of these Jewish ways, thinking 
that the halachah is the true path, probably don’t even understand that the way of the 
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Pharisees and the Talmud is just so blasphemous towards Yeshua, our Savior.  The idea 
that these two things can be blended is impossible when we look at the truth of this.  
Yeshua Himself certainly would have never blended in with these kinds of teachings 
because it is impossible to do so and to obey the Torah of God.  If people want to obey the 
Torah, then they cannot follow the way of the Pharisees because so much of what they have 
written totally negates the Torah and instead presents another way around the Torah.  It is 
full of loopholes and so we really are concerned for the people who have been misled.   
 
DAWN:  Yes.  Deeply.   
 
ELIYAHU:  Yes.  We are not presenting this information to condemn them.   
 
DAWN:  Right.   
 
ELIYAHU:  We are presenting this information to liberate them.   
 
DAWN:  Right.   
 
ELIYAHU:  I want to invite everyone that has heard this program to please tune in to our 
next program because we will be presenting some very uplifting material.  We will show you 
the true way, the true authority in Israel, and your heart will be uplifted and you will be set 
free to learn this truth.  So please come back and hear that next program.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  You our Tsiyon listeners asked for copies of the 
Tsiyon Radio programs that you can listen to anytime.  You asked for 
transcripts of the programs that you can share with others.  We heard 
you!  We are pleased to announce the Tsiyon CD.  You can enjoy a 
Tsiyon CD each month that contains a month’s worth of Tsiyon 
programs in MP3 format.  Now you can hear all the programs at your 
convenience as many times as you want and with the best possible 
sound quality so you don’t miss a thing.  The Tsiyon CD also contains 
transcripts and study guides of the programs so you can use them for 
your own personal or group study and you can send them to your 
friends.  Here is the best part, you can download the first Tsiyon CD 
absolutely free from our web site at Tsiyon.org.  The free Tsiyon CD 
contains 5 hours of Tsiyon programs in MP3!  Drop by Tsiyon.org today 
and get your Tsiyon CD.  You are listening to “On The Road to Tsiyon 
With Eliyahu ben David.”    

 
SONG:  “I Love Yahweh, He Heard My Cry” by Jonathan David Brown 
 
CLOSE:  
You have been, “On the Road to Tsiyon with Eliyahu ben David” and me, I'm Dawn.  Our 
program originates on Satellite radio but you can also hear it on short wave, AM radio, and 
streamed on the net.  Visit our web site at www.Tsiyon.org for complete details.  While you 
are there, get your free book and please leave us some feedback so we will know how you 
liked the program.  We hope you have enjoyed traveling this stretch of road with us.  Join 
us next week at this same time, “On The Road to Tsiyon.”  Shalom!    
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Study Guide:  
  
Deuteronomy 18:9-12 

1. What did God say His people should not do in verse 9? 
2. What examples in verses 10 and 11 did He give of these abominable practices of 

the nations?   
3. Why does God say in verse 12 not to do these things? 
4. What did God say He did to the nations because they did these things? 

 
Matthew 7:12 

1. Who is speaking in this verse? 
2. Who is He speaking too? 
3. What does He say is the Law and the Prophets? 
 

Matthew 7:13-15   
1. Again, who is speaking here in verse 13? 
2. How many ways does He talk about in verse 13 and 14? 
3. What are these different ways? 
4. What warning does He give in verse 15? 
 

Matthew 7:28-29 
1. Who does verse 28 say has just finished speaking? 
2. What was the people’s reaction upon hearing Him speak? 
3. What was their reason presented as in verse 29 for feeling this way? 
4. How does this compare to the scribes? 
 

Matthew 15:1-3   
1. In these verses, who comes to question Yeshua? 
2. What do they ask? 
3. What was His answer? 

 
Application: 

1. Since God drove the nations out from before Him because of their abominable 
practices, what might He do with His people if they disobey Him by engaging in 
the same such practices as the nations? 

2. Compare and contrast Matthew 7:12 with Rabbi Hillel’s popular teaching, “That 
which is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor. That is the whole Torah; the 
rest is commentary."   

3. Regarding the two paths presented in Matthew 7:13-14, can a person be on both 
paths at the same time or are these two paths mutually exclusive? 
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                                                 Glossary of Terms: 

 
Halachac Authority: The thinking of the Pharisees.  Halachah literally means “the 

trodden path.”  (Alternative spellings:  Halakha, Halakhah, 
Halacha, Halachah)  It is the teachings and tradition of the Elders 
as mediated by the Scribes and the Pharisees and today written 
down in the Talumd. It is the collective corpus of Jewish rabbinic 
law, custom and tradition." 

 
Hillel:  Well known Pharisee teacher (Rabbi).  This Jewish Rabbi lived before Yeshua 

and his teachings were well known in the times of Yeshua.  Yeshua corrected 
one of Hillel’s most popular teachings in Matthew 7:12.  

 
Fallen Angels: Evil spirits, demons.   
 
Talmud: The Oral Law of the Pharisees which has now been written down which 

summarizes the teachings of the Pharisees and is still in use today in 
Rabbinical Judaism.   

 
 
  


